Letter Writing Tips

It is of paramount importance that XR brings MPs onto the side of climate justice. It would be great
if as many people as possible wrote to their local MP and encouraged them to support the CEE BiIll.
Rather than a simple template letter, people should write focused, personable letters on the ways
that climate change will affect YOU and your community - who your MP is ultimately accountable
to. Sometimes it can be hard to know how to respond to an MP who has written back. So, here are
some pointers, based on the experiences and research of fellow XR members and other climate

activists.
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Introduction

e It is of paramount importance that XR brings MPs deeper into issues of climate justice.

o Amplify campaigns of allies so that as many people as possible wrote to their local MP and
are encouraged for instance to support the CE Bill and other climate and environmentally
related legislation that protects and enhances planetary resilience and protection of
climate-vulnerable populations around the world.

e Rather than a simple template letter, write focused, personalised letters on the ways that
climate and ecological crises will affect YOU and your community, i.e.: who your MP is
ultimately accountable to.

e Personalise your letter to make your MP more likely to respond.

e The more emails and letters, the better. The represent US!

e Sometimes it can be hard to know how to respond to an MP who has written back.
Guidance here offers some pointers, based on the experiences and research of fellow XR
members and other climate activists.

e Please share this guide with any fellow XR activists and other members of the public who
might be interested.

Additional Suggestions For Lobbying MPs

e It's a numbers game. Local MPs will take action on an issue only if there are sufficient
numbers of local residents and, more importantly, their Party members within their
Constituency flagging up issues.

To that end, Rebels can:

e Organise with other sympathetic groups to produce a petition. 5,000 signatures are
needed at County level to ensure a subject is debated.

e Join a local MP's Party to have more of a say; you won't have to vote for that party, come
the General Election!

e Find out about the human behind the MP. Their special interests will be on their website,
on their social media account, on government websites. Attend events they are invited to
and strike up conversation. You and youe topic will be remembered because of your
personal, emotional impact. This means they are less likely to reject or deny your
information in this non-confrontational situation.

e Without Stalking, try to discover their daily routine. Make sure leaflets are dropped within
sight of the venues they visit regularly, such as food banks, churches, clubs and so on.

e Support each other more by duplicating letter writing efforts, or inviting allies along when
a politician is known to be speaking somewhere, such as invitations to local community
assemblies, or if you get involved in hustings.

e Natural collaborators can come together more through shared passions, rather than
shared distress. Find out more about relationship building elsewhere here on the Rebel
Toolkit and attend trainings on how to build stronger alliances.



e Set up Working groups around lobbying through leisure activities you are involved in: Golf,
Caravans, Gardens, Allotments, Wine Clubs, Swimming (this is how the 'Dirty Water'
Campaign can supported, for instance).

e Share information you have about your work on politicians with fellow lobbying groups to
minimise duplication and share the load...

If you have any questions, please email the Extinction Rebellion East of England Political Working
Group at xr.eoe.political@protonmail.com.



Qand A

MP: The government’s current plans on climate change, to become carbon neutral by 2050, are
ambitious enough to stop the climate crisis.

You: The government’s own Committee on Climate Change recently found these steps to be
inadequate for tackling climate change. A 4 degrees rise in temperature, rather than a 1.5 degrees
rise has been predicted, which would be devastating.

MP: Next year, the government’s 10-Point Plan will put £1 billion into insulating homes and
buildings to make them more eco-friendly.

You: To bring all housing up to scratch and combat fuel poverty we need a 10-year programme,
with much greater investment.

MP: The government is planning to create 600,000 heat pumps a year by 2028.
You: We need to fit at least 10 million heat pumps by 2030 to prevent climate disaster.
MP: The government has promised to quadruple offshore wind power.

You: The government has failed to address that onshore wind and solar power is being held back
by a planning regime biased against it.

MP: The government is investing an extra £200 million in carbon capture projects.

You: Great, but this should not be used to supplement continuous use of fossil fuels. Even if we
could capture all the carbon dioxide at the point of use (which we cannot at the moment), fossil
fuel extraction still releases lots of greenhouse gases. The government needs to address this.

MP: The government is promoting more active travel, with an investment of £5 billion over 5 years.

You: Brilliant, but we are still far behind countries like the Netherlands and Denmark, and our
current plans do not put enough money in. We should be spending £2 billion a year on cycling
alone, and not relying on electric cars which still clog up our towns and create some carbon
pollution through electricity.

MP: There are considerable benefits to the UK economy from coal and there is potential for the
creation of many high-skilled jobs.

You: Science and the government’s own plans show that such things can be done with renewable
energies like wind and solar too. Jobs and climate can go hand in hand, if the government wants
them to.



MP: The government is investing in other forms of clean energy, like hydrogen and nuclear.

You: But the government has not addressed whether hydrogen production will be produced from
natural gas or not. The government’s commitment to invest £525 million in nuclear energy is both
expensive and dangerous, compared to renewable energy, hydrogen, and batteries. Furthermore,
the government has recently allowed a new coal plant to be built in Cumbria, which seriously
undermines their commitment to clean energy.

MP: That coal plant in Cumbria reduces the amount of carbon in terms of taking coal to the
steelworks.

You: But should our steelworks still be reliant on coal? The Executive Director for Economy and
Infrastructure has said that "This would be expected to remain the case until more environmentally
friendly methods of steel manufacture and transportation are developed to be commercially
viable." That suggests that, rather than building a new coal plant, we should be developing more
environmentally friendly methods of steel manufacture and transportation that are commercially
viable, rather than opening a new plant to deal with short-term costs. This is sort of thinking is
meant to be at the heart of current government policy regarding climate change.

MP: The coal plant in Cumbria was a local decision. The Housing Secretary may ‘call-in” planning
applications but only in situations where the application conflicts with national policy in significant
ways.

You: Does this suggest that the government's plans to spearhead a green economy are not
significant enough for national action? That is not the attitude | would expect from the government
regarding this crisis, especially as you have already declared a climate emergency.

MP: The government has plans to support greener energy usage in the maritime and aviation
industries.

You: This does nothing to deal with frequent fliers, who will need to be dealt with to meet the
government’s own carbon reduction goals.

MP: The government plans to plant 30,000 hectares of trees every year.
You: This is half of the trees is needed.
MP: The CEE Bill is unrealistic in its goals.

You: The bill’'s goals are 100% realistic, and have been largely approved by the scientific
community. There is the potential for a wartime level of mobilisation, certainly possible if
governments around the world act now.

MP: The CEE Bill will be disruptive to the economy and society.

You: The disruption faced by human society from climate change is far above any short-term
disruption from adopting the goals in this bill. Hurricanes, flooding, refugee crises, these are all



issues which are already being felt by the impact of climate change and this will get much worse if
the goals of the CEE Bill are not carried out now.

MP: The CEE Bill threatens the economy, putting dozens of people who work in the energy sector
out of a job.

You: Saving our planet could easily go in hand with getting people back to work by creating new
jobs in the 'clean’ sectors. Also, the economy will not matter so much if everyone on planet earth is
dead.

MP: The idea of a Citizen’s Assembly is unnecessary and does not work.

You: The climate crisis will affect ordinary people so ordinary people deserve to have a say.
Ordinary people can have a say on the right way forward via an advisory Citizens’ Assembly. A
recent Climate Change Commission video presentation accompanying the release of the Sixth
Carbon Budget Report (which can be found online) has argued that such a move would give the
public a chance to express their views after being provided with sound information not available
from other sources. This is nothing radical. Citizen’s Assemblies are a tried and tested means for
governments around the world to hear the public consensus on certain controversial matters. They
have already been used in the UK to decide on issues within the NHS, and in France a citizen’s
assembly on climate change recently published its first formal report to great public approval. It
was also used to help resolve the question of abortion legality in the Republic of Ireland. The public
is clearly lacking confidence in the government’s actions on climate change, and consulting the
people on this matter in an impartial way will resolve this.



TIps

e Emphasise the fact that, ultimately, this is a time of international crisis and nothing else
will matter if we and future generations all die.

e Make your letter emotive; express how you feel. Your MP is a human being, so maybe you
will move them. Think of the children...but also keep it polite!

e Writing to your MP tends to work better if you have a specific request. If they give you a
general answer, write back highlighting that original request!

e Keep writing! Some MPs might try to fob you off with a general letter on the environment,
sometimes even sending the same letter twice! Don't let this dishearten you, maintain the
pressure and they will be forced to engage with your concerns!

e If you can, try to balance the negative with the positive. If you like some of what your MP
has said or done for your local area, or something to do with national politics, then say
that! But remember to bring it back to your original point of concern.

e Try not to mention Extinction Rebellion. MP's may not support 'brands'. MPs are far more
likely to respond if your concerns are individual. By all means, copy from this document,
but make sure the impression your MP will get is that you are simply a concerned
resident, and not some troublesome activist out to save the world!

Additional Resources

e Lists of Labour target seats for 2025(?) General Election
https://www.electionpolling.co.uk/battleground/targets/labour
e Find every MP's voting Record on Climate: https://voteclimate.uk/find_your_mp.htm



